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 Warm weather is here and it is time to get your family 
outside to enjoy our fun community events! Here is a look 
at just some of them, so you can mark your calendars.
 First up is PARKED! on Friday, June 28 at Stump Park. 
You can grab a bite to eat at the food trucks, let your kids 
play out in the fields, listen to live music and then get ready 
for a spectacular fireworks show. If you do not want to worry 
about parking, grab a shuttle at Mill Valley High School.
 Love live music? Gather up your 
lawn chairs and chill out to some 
tunes at our Summer Concert in the 
Park on Friday, August 9 at West 
Flanders Park. You can also join us 
at Jammin’ On the Green at Shawnee 
Town 1929 on July 31 and August 
28.
 Cyclists are getting the green light 
for the 30th Annual Tour de Shawnee 
on Sunday, August 25. There are 
several routes offered during this 
fun road race, including a family-
friendly 5-mile route, as well as more 
challenging 12 and 27-mile routes.
 Shawnee will smell like a 
barbeque lovers’ dream in September 
as competitors fire things up at 
Shawnee Town 1929 on the 27 and 
28. This BBQ competition is one 
of our most popular events and is 
definitely one you do not want to 
miss.

 Of course, both Thomas A. 
Soetaert and Splash Cove Aquatic 
Centers are open through August. We 
have several fun events scheduled at 
both of our outdoor pools in case you 
and your family are looking for even 
more fun in the sun.
 We have more details on all 
these events and more online at 
cityofshawnee.org. Happy summer!
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A GOOD WORD FROM

Mayor Michelle Distler
Dear Residents,
 It’s hard to believe we’re already entering the middle of 2019. As you likely know, this 
is a local election year, and I want to take this opportunity to urge every registered voter 
to make it a priority to get out and vote. The elected leaders in your community have a 
major impact on your everyday life. They are the people who can and should listen to your 
thoughts and ideas and then put them into action. From streets to stormwater to parks and 
businesses, the Shawnee City Council is often the final say on what changes do or do not 
happen in this City we all call home. 
 Here are all the local elected official positions up for vote this year.

• Mayor
• Councilmember Ward 1
• Councilmember Ward 2
• Councilmember Ward 3
• Councilmember Ward 3 (2 year unexpired term)
• Councilmember Ward 4
• USD 232 School District Member Positions
• USD 512 School District Member Positions
• Johnson County Community College Trustee
• Water District Board Member Positions

 For the seats that require a primary, one will be held in August. The general election 
will be in November 
 So what should you do now? Get informed! Find out who the candidates are and what 
they stand for. Reach out to them if you need more information. You can always find a 
full list of candidates online at jocoelection.org. You can also register to vote there, find a 
sample ballot, pinpoint your polling location and much more.
 Here are a few important dates to keep in mind.

• Your last day to register to vote 
 ◦ Primary: July 16 
 ◦ General: October 15 

• Advance voting by mail
 ◦ Primary: July 17 
 ◦ General: October 16

• Advance voting in person starts July 29
• Fall Primary Election is August 6
• General Election is November 5

 I take great pride in this community and the fact that our residents are so engaged in 
Shawnee. I truly hope you all will make a point to get out and vote in these important 
local elections so we can all work together to make sure Shawnee continues to thrive and 
flourish in the future.

Sincerely,

Michelle Distler
Mayor
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 The Police Department recently received an award of accreditation through the 
Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies. CALEA, the only nationwide 
credentialing body for law enforcement, is a nonprofit organization in its 40th year of 
existence. The voluntary process involves three years of inspection from outside assessors 
and providing proofs to verify the agency is meeting the standards and best practices outlined. 
Accredited agencies raise standards by improving departmental policy, strengthening crime 
prevention and control capabilities, establishing fair personnel practices, and increasing 
community and staff confidence in the agency. Only 5% of the nation's 18,000 law 
enforcement agencies have achieved this honor, which improves services leading to our 
police department's ultimate mission of creating a safer community.

Police Offer Home Security Checks
 The Police Department offers a free service that can 
help residents stay safe in their own homes. The Residential 
Security Assessments spot potential problem areas that 
you may want to change to help prevent crime. Once you 
sign up, an officer will come out to your house and offer 
suggestions for improving the overall safety and security of 
your home. Here are some of the areas covered during the 
free home check.

• Interior and exterior lighting
• Landscaping
• Doors
• Windows and window coverings
• Alarm systems
• Garage burglary

 For more information or to schedule a security 
assessment, please call 742-6880 or email Officer Roman 
Madrigal at rmadrigal@cityofshawnee.org.

Police Department Achieves CALEA Accreditation

DID YOU KNOW YOU 
CAN GET A BURN 
PERMIT ONLINE?

1. GO TO CITYOFSHAWNEE.ORG/FIRE

Click on the icon that says "Burn Permit".

2. READ

Take a few short minutes to read and agree 
to follow the residential burn regulations.

3. FILL IT OUT!

Complete the application and pay online!

4. CHECK YOUR E-MAIL

That's where we will send your burn permit.

5. STAY SAFE

Be sure to follow all of the rules and 
regulations on your burn day to keep you 
and others safe!

Fire Department

Voters Say “No” To a 
New Community Center

 All registered voters in Shawnee received a ballot in 
the mail in May to decide whether to approve a mill levy 
increase to fund the construction of a new Community 
Center. In a 72.12% to 27.88% vote, voters decided not 
to approve this issue. So what happens now? City staff 
will start researching any possible future use for the land 
at 61st and Woodland. Voter turnout was 46%. We want 
to thank all the voters who took time to weigh in on this 
important issue. 
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2019

Saturday, August 24
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Mill Valley High School • 5900 Monticello Road

May - October

Saturdays from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m
City Hall Parking Lot

 We are ready to fire up our "Kid Test" park project 
again! If you have a group of kiddos willing to test 
out a Shawnee park and let us know what they think 
about it, send us a message on Facebook or e-mail  
jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org! We will feature the 
kids in a cute video that will be shared on social media!
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 You will soon see big changes along 75th 
Street between Switzer and Quivira. As part of the  
“Re-Imagine 75th Street” project, residents will enjoy 
improved bicycle and pedestrian connections along the 
corridor, new streetscape amenities that are sustainable and 
environmentally sensitive new transit facilities. The City 
received a grant to fund part of the streetscape revitalization 
project. We are excited to see this area transform to help 
create a unique identity and sense of community for the 
75th Street corridor. We have in-depth information online 
at cityofshawnee.org/reimagine75street, including 75th 
Street Fun Facts, project schedule and ways you can let 
us know what you would like to see incorporated in the  
“Re-Imagine 75th Street” project.

 A new Nieman Road is on the horizon! That means these 
days of orange cone zones and road construction will soon be 
in our rear view mirrors. We appreciate everyone’s patience 
as we work to complete this huge project that features the 
following;

• Four stormwater projects that are already completed
• 6200 Nieman
• Flint Street
• Nieman Road revamp
• New recreational trail on east side of Nieman Road
• New sidewalk on west side of Nieman Road
• New streetscape amenities and plaza areas on both 

sides of Nieman Road 
• Construction of Trail Scout Park

 You can expect the entire Nieman Now! project to be 
finished up by the end of 2019. Stay up to date with all the 
news and updates by signing up for e-mail notifications. Just 
go to cityofshawnee.org/NiemanNow. 

NOW!
NIEMAN Stay Social with 

SHAWNEE

www.CountMeInJoCo.org
#CountMeInJoCo

Census 2020

 Do you want to be the first to know about 
emergency road closures that might impact your 
morning commute? How about getting the latest 
updates about what new restaurant is coming to the 
city or which new store is opening up? Or do you 
want to find out about free events for your kids? 
You can get all this information and a lot more, 
and get it FIRST, simply by liking us on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and signing up for Nextdoor. We 
post daily about things that affect you and we are 
always willing to answer your questions or hear 
your comments to get your thoughts about what 
is happening in Shawnee. Just search for “City 
of Shawnee” and also be sure to do the same for 
"Shawnee KS Police" and "Shawnee Town 1929"!
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 Do you want to help your community and know you are 
truly making an impact in someone’s life? If you have a couple 
hours to spare, you can make a huge difference! 
 Neighbors Helping Neighbors is a volunteer program that 
helps eligible residents maintain and remain in their home. As 
a volunteer, you would have the opportunity to help residents 
in a variety of ways, including:

• Trash removal
• Yard maintenance
• Lawn mowing
• Limited plumbing and electrical repair
• Exterior painting
• Raking leaves
• Trimming branches
• Washing windows
• Changing light bulbs
• Changing smoke alarm batteries
• Turning mattresses

 Contact our Volunteer Coordinator at 742-6244 or 
egriffith@cityofshawnee.org to find out more information. 
You can also visit cityofshawnee.org/shawneevolunteer.

 Is something bugging you about your neighborhood? There is an easy way to get your issue directly to City staff 
who can take care of it! You can enter a Citizen Service Request online at cityofshawnee.org or through the Shawnee 
Connect app on your phone. Here are just some of the issues you can enter:

• Tall grass and weeds
• Streetlight outages
• Code enforcement issues like peeling paint
• Potholes
• Mud in streets
• Stormwater drainage issues
• Traffic signal problems
• Overhanging trees or tree limbs
• And much more!

 Just go to your app store and search for “Shawnee Connect” to download the app. Or head to cityofshawnee.org 
and look for the “Citizen Service Request” option in the middle of the home page. Once you enter a ticket, you’ll be 
able to track the progress. You can also enter any issues anonymously. This is a very easy and effective way to get that 
thing that’s bugging you finally fixed!

 When the weather gets nicer, we tend to see 
more people doing door-to-door sales. While many 
legitimate businesses follow the rules and procedures, 
some do not. Here are a few facts about soliciting in 
Shawnee.
• Solicitors are not required to get permits, 

but the business they are soliciting for must 
have a business license from the Community 
Development Department.

• Soliciting is not allowed at any homes or 
businesses that have a “No Solicitors” or “No 
Trespassers” sign 

• Soliciting can only happen between 10:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m.

• If residents are having issues with solicitors, they 
are encouraged to call 911.

• You can pick up a free “No Solicitors” sticker at 
City Hall or the Police Department. We can also 
mail one to you if you give us a call at 742-6014.

Free “No Solicitor” Stickers

NO 
SOLICITORS 

Shawnee Municipal Code 5.56.080C

neighbors helping neighbors 

Weeds, Peeling Paint, Potholes? Let’s Fix It!
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July
1 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
2 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
4 Independence Day City Offices Closed
8 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
15 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
18 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
22 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

August
1 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
5 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
6 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
9 Summer Concert in the Park - 7:00 p.m.
12 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
15 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
17 K-9 at the Cove - 7:15 a.m.
19 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
22 Shawnee Downtown Partnership - 6:00 p.m.
24 Bike Rodeo - 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
25 Tour de Shawnee - 7:00 a.m.
26 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
29 Quarterly Q&A - 6:30 p.m.

September
2 Labor Day - City Offices Closed
3 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
4 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
5 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
8 Wheels & Dreams Car Show - 12:00 p.m.
9 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
16 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
19 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
21 Shawnee Town Craft Fair - 9:00 a.m.
23 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
27 Great Grillers BBQ - 6:00 p.m.
28 Great Grillers BBQ - 10:00 a.m.

Need a Lift?
 Do you know a Shawnee resident who is disabled 
or is 65 or older? If so, the City offers a transportation 
program called CityRide. It is a partnership between the 
City and 10/10 Taxi that allows eligible riders to purchase  
10 one-way trips per month for $2 per trip. Riders can go 
anywhere in the City limits and to the Shawnee Mission 
Hospital Complex, the Mission Transit Center or the Irene 
French Community Center in Merriam. Riders can also take 
up to three additional riders for no extra cost. Contact the 
City Clerk’s Office at 742-6014 to sign-up and purchase ride

®

 Are you interested in getting a rain barrel and maybe 
even planting a rain garden? Did you know you can 
get reimbursed for some of your costs? Just head to 
cityofshawnee.org and search “rain barrel” and you will 
find the application and information on how you can get 
money back for being environmentally friendly!

Rain Barrel Reimbursement Program

$2.00 One Way - Available 24/7



Page 8

Any individual requiring an accommodation to participate 
in a public meeting should contact the Deputy City 
Manager at 742-6243 or call the Kansas Relay Center,  
1-800-766-3777 at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled 
meeting time (if possible) to make arrangements.

Agendas - Meetings 742-6243
Animal Control 631-2150
Appraiser (County) 715-9000
Athletic Field Reservations 631-5200
Building Inspections 742-6010
Burning Permits 631-1080
Business Licenses 742-6011
Car Tags 826-1800
Chamber of Commerce 631-6545
City Clerk 742-6014
City Council 742-6238
City Hall 631-2500
City Manager 742-6200
CityRide 742-6014
Civic Centre 631-5200
Code Enforcement/Building Permits 742-6010
Deck Permits 742-6010
Driver’s License (State) 432-2266
Engineering 742-6012
Fire Department 631-1080
Garage Sale Regulations 742-6014
Health Department (County) 826-1200
Job Hotline 742-6013
Johnson County Library 826-4600
Junk Vehicles 631-2150
Odor Complaints 742-6096
Mayor 742-6238
Paint Disposal (County) 715-6907
Pavement & Sidewalk Maintenance 742-6008
Police (Non-Emergency) 631-2150
Police Emergency 9-1-1
Parks and Recreation 631-5200
Rec Program Line (City) 815-2122
Planning & Zoning  742-6011
Public Works Maintenance 742-6008
Purchasing/Finance 742-6015
Recycling & Solid Waste Questions 742-6213
Right of Way Hotline 742-6023
Road Construction 742-6009
Shawnee Town 248-2360
Shelter House Reservations 631-5200
Sign Permits 742-6011
Solicitors - Suspicious 9-1-1
Street Lights 742-6008
Tall Grass - Weeds 742-6010
Town Hall Rental 248-2360
Traffic Tickets 742-6003
Volunteer Opportunities  742-6244
Voter Registration 742-6014
Election Office (County) 715-6800

Mayor 
Michelle Distler 634-5883 mdistler@cityofshawnee.org

Ward I
Jim Neighbor 268-9061 jneighbor@cityofshawnee.org
Matt Zimmerman 268-3513 mzimmerman@cityofshawnee.org

Ward II
Mike Kemmling  667-9888 mkemmling@cityofshawnee.org
Eric Jenkins 669-1076 ejenkins@cityofshawnee.org

Ward III
Stephanie Meyer 626-5916 smeyer@cityofshawnee.org
Lisa Larson-Bunnell 738-9320 llarson-bunnell@cityofshawnee.org

Ward IV
Mickey Sandifer 268-5348 msandifer@cityofshawnee.org
Lindsey Constance 428-9592 lconstance@cityofshawnee.org

 The CityLine, an official publication of the City of 
Shawnee, Kansas, is published four times a year and 
mailed to residents in Shawnee under the direction of 
the Communications Manager. Readers' comments are 
encouraged and may be directed to:

Communications Manager 
11110 Johnson Drive

Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
By phone 742-6202 or 

e-mail jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org

 This document, meeting agendas and packets, and other 
information about the City of Shawnee, are available on our 
website at www.cityofshawnee.org.


